
As a Club member you have an interest in this Club’s continued growth and success – after all, “it’s your club”.
I regret to inform you that your club’s future is under threat because of a deal made by the Federal Government 
with an Independent Member of Parliament from Tasmania, named Andrew Wilkie. 

Mr Wilkie won only 13,000 votes in the election and has never visited our Club. But he demanded the Federal 
Government take action on poker machines in order to win his vote and the Government agreed to his demands. 
This letter outlines for you what impact that deal would have for our Club and how you can help to stop this from 
happening. 

WHAT COULD HAPPEN TO OUR CLUB?

The Government committed to implementing a $250 daily withdrawal limit on ATM’s in clubs and pubs (the 
Casino will be exempt). This means that if you need more than $250 you will be prevented from having access to 
your own money in your club. 

The Government has also announced that it will support mandatory pre-commitment on poker machines. This 
means that you would have to apply for a device which you insert into the poker machine in order to activate it
and the device would control how much money you can spend on playing. The device would record how much 
you spend and stop you from playing on every machine in the country once you have reached a set amount of 
spending. It would be a “licence to gamble”.

WHY DOES THE CLUB OPPOSE THESE MEASURES?

We believe that these measures treat all of our members as irresponsible and like problem gamblers. You should 
be able to have access to your money in your club. We believe that you are already able to set your own limits on 
poker machine play like a responsible adult and should not be told by the Government how much you can 
spend. We also believe that problem gamblers should receive proper counselling and help, rather than forcing all 
club members including you to get a licence to play a poker machine. 

These measures will be expensive and will force us to cut jobs, increase prices on food and drinks and reduce 
our community support. This is money that we would otherwise spend on the community. Because these 
measures would only apply to poker machines, punters will stop coming to the club and they will go online to 
gamble – reducing club revenue by around 30 percent. That is a high price to pay for one vote in parliament. 

HOW CAN I STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING?

If you want to stop the Government from doing this to our club, please write to our Federal Member, David
Bradbury MP and ask him to support our club and vote against these proposals. David Bradbury can be contacted 
at PO Box 712, Penrith NSW 2750 or Telephone (02) 4732 1801. Please also visit the Club to sign our petition. 

Thank you for your support of our Club at this important time

Sincerely

Warren Smith 
PRESIDENT
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